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FY 08 American/Alaskan Masterpieces 
Grants now available. 
 
 
The Alaska State Council on the Arts is soliciting 
letters of intent from organizations interested in 
applying for funds through the American 
Masterpieces Grant program. 
 
Background: 
The National Endowment for the Arts recently launched a major new 
initiative entitled “American Masterpieces: Three Centuries of Artistic 
Genius”.  This program is designed to honor American master artists 
and masterworks and to acquaint Americans with the best of their 
cultural and artistic legacy.  This initiative highlights the very best of 
American or Alaskan artists, exhibits or productions.  The Alaska State 
Council on the Arts will launch an American Masterpieces grant 
program available to organizations for FY 08 and FY 09. The state 
fiscal year begins July 1 and ends June 30. 
 
Theme of American Masterpieces:  
Grants will to be awarded to organizations that present or produce 
events, residencies or exhibits that honor the theme of American or 
Alaskan masterworks or master artists.  Some example projects: 

!  A tour of American jazz masterworks; 
!  A production by a legendary Alaskan composer, choreographer 

or playwright; 
!  An exhibit demonstrating the cultural tradition of Alaska Native 

basketry; 
!  An arts education awareness program featuring Alaskan artists; 
!  An exhibit of a well known American or Alaskan contemporary 

artist; 
!  A month long residency in a community with a recognized 

master artist; 
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AMERICAN/ALASKAN MASTERPIECES GRANTS  
 
Eligibility Requirements: 
Alaska non-profit, tax exempt organizations, tribal entities, schools, 
universities and local governments.  Organizations in Alaska currently 
receiving annual operating support or project grants from ASCA are eligible 
to apply for this special grant category. 
 
Eligible Projects: 
Performances, exhibitions, festivals, tours and educational programs across 
all art forms. For FY 08, funds may be used for additional outreach activities 
to a scheduled production or presentation.  For example, if a presenter is 
planning to present a legendary jazz artist, the organization could apply for 
additional funds to support outreach to an underserved community or add 
educational opportunities. 
 
Grant Award Amounts:  
Total amount in this grant category is $30,000.  Grants will be awarded in 
amounts up to that cap.  There will only be one grant awarded for the 
maximum amount. 
 
Deadline for Letter of Intent: 
FY 2008: May 1, 2007 for projects between July 1, 2007 and June 
30, 2008 
 
FY 2009:  October 1, 2007 (Round 1) and June 1, 2008 (Round 2), 
for projects between July 1, 2008 and June 30, 2009. Please note: If 
grant funds are expended in Round 1, then no applications will be 
accepted for Round 2. 
 
Criteria for Grant Funding: 

1. Extent to which project meets the theme of American or Alaskan 
Masterpieces; 

2. Quality of project and key personnel; 
3. Number and quality of educational activities concurrent with the 

project; 
4. Extent of outreach to rural and/or otherwise underserved populations.  

A population can be underserved due to: geography, economic 
conditions, ethnic background, disability, or age; 

 
Application procedure: 

1. Submit via email:  Letter of Intent to ASCA no later than midnight, 
June 1, 2007.  You will receive a reply as confirmation of 
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receipt. If you do not receive a reply, call our office.   Email 
completed letter and preliminary budget to: 
charlotte_fox@eed.state.ak.us  

2. Council will make final funding decision at their annual meeting on 
June 15, 2007. 

3. Please call ASCA Executive Director Charlotte Fox if you are not sure if 
your project fits this grant criteria.  

 

Grant conditions: 
1:1 (Applicant:ASCA) At least 50% of the applicant’s match must be cash.  
Non-cash (in-kind) match must be documented.  Grant payment will be 
awarded upon receipt of signed grant letter and other documentation 
required as noted below. 
 
Letter of Intent: 
Letter of Intent must include: 

1. Name and complete contact information for organization (address, 
phone, fax, email); 

2. Name and complete contact information for person completing the 
letter; 

3. Tax ID number and verification of tax status (government, non profit, 
etc); 

4. Date fiscal year ends; 
5. Grant amount requested; 
6. Project budget, which must give detail of the financial support 

provided by the organization beyond the grant award amount; 
7. Recent income and expense report and balance sheet (dated no earlier 

than March 1, 2007); 
8. Narrative of no more than two pages, no less than 12 point; 
9. Incomplete letters of intent will not be reviewed;   

 
Narrative Contents: 
Narrative should begin with a brief project summary and then address the 
following Criteria for Grant Funding: 

1. Qualification of the work (or works) as American or Alaskan 
masterpiece; 

2. The potential for a quality production or presentation, including the 
qualifications of key personnel, the organization’s experience with this 
kind of work, etc; 

3. Quality of plans to engage audiences with the work beyond an exhibit 
or performance, including adult audiences and K-12 students; 

4. Plans for the work to be presented to underserved audiences.  An 
audience can be underserved due to: geography, economic conditions, 
ethnic background, disability, or age. 
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Other Important Information: 
If you receive a grant, you will be expected to submit a detailed 
budget and project timeline. Grant funds will be withheld until this 
information is received. 
 
All applicants must comply with the Summary of Federal Regulations and 
must ensure that programs and services are available to all Alaskans, 
including special constituencies.  
 
What this grant category will not fund: 

!  Academic scholarships or tuition assistance; 
!  Purchase of equipment; 
!  Deficits of completed projects; 
!  Applicants not in compliance with ASCA grant standards; or 
!  Projects that overlap state fiscal years (July 1-June 30) 

 
 
 
 
 


